
eFuse pluggable resistors to quickly 
change trip current 

I recently built the eFuse kit 
(based on the April 2017 project 
and supplied by Altronics) and 
made a little amendment to be able 
to quickly and easily swap out 
Rl and R2 (to suit each specific 
application). 

I got the idea from building the 
6-Digit LED GPS Clock (December 
2015, January 2016) where IC sock¬ 
et strips were used as LED holders. 
Basically, I broke a socket strip up 
into single pins and soldered them 
in place of the resistor leads. 

Now, when unscrewing the back 
of the box, I have quick access 

to swap out the resistors; see the 
attached photo at bottom left. 

I have also included two of each 
resistor in a small bag and re-created 
the selection table on a sticker printed 
from a Brother label printer which 

I stuck to the inside of the lid (see 
photo at bottom right). 

Brett van der Leest, 
Footscray, Vic. 

Editor’s note: that’s a clever idea 
but note that the resistors could 
work loose or become intermittent 
if they have a poor connection and 
the eFuse may not function properly. 
Fitting a rotary switch would be more 
work but probably less troublesome 
in the long run. 

cabinet until the early 1960s, after 

which solid-state components progres¬ 
sively took over. 

The very clear photos showed the 
QC practice at the time of inspecting 
and “blessing” each soldered joint 
with orange lacquer (Kriesler used 
green lacquer). 

When later servicing the set, one 
could immediately see which com¬ 
ponents had been replaced. Also, the 
photo reveals that the plated chassis, 
speakers, transformers and coils (but 
not the MSP, “H” tuning gang) that 
were made in-house. 

Regarding the power cord anchor¬ 
ing, I blush to think how cavalier we 
were about such things then. Later, 
SAA rightly had us using three-core 
mains leads and a pull-resistant crimp¬ 
ing grommet as standard. 

Regarding tuning dials having 
call-signs at the time, woe betide 
any maker who failed to include all 
Australian stations. Dials had to keep 
up with additions/changes. 

After the station spacing changed 
from 10kHz to 9kHz, eventually only 
frequencies were shown; one observed 
that customers found finding stations 
harder and ratings went in to confusion! 

A feature of all later local HMV tran¬ 
sistor radios was to extend the top end 
ofthe dial to about 1750kHz, to include 
the lower-powered UNSW station then 
located at Concord West. 

Neville Snow, 
Burwood, NSW. 

AEM0 chief's 2016 
warnings of grid collapse 

Silicon Chip readers may be inter¬ 
ested in the article at: 

Utronixlabs Adafruit FEATHER - the standard for portable projects 

• Arduino-compatible with USB interface 
• All boards measure 51 x 23mm 
• On-board LiPo battery interface 
• 8-bit and 32-bit microcontroller options 
• Secure WiFi, Bluetooth LE, ESP8266 ... 
• All boards and accessories in stock 

Local stock! • $5 delivery • Visit tronixlabs.com.au/sc 
PO Box 313 Mooroolbark 3138 - UDdates on twitter, follow ©tronixlabs - suDoort@tronixlabs.com 
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