The fifth number in the first group was for the amount of cloud
cover in '/ lo- in this case , .6 was covered; the rest, .4 had no
clouds. It could have been that those bits of information were
reversed . Anyway, the second group was for barometric pressure
in millibars, corrected to temperature and to sea level. In this case,
239 looks quite high, but remember that it is just a sample. As you
noticed, three numbers were used for that purpose,
In the second group, the fourth number was used to identify
what particular cloud cover we had. It starts with 0 as a clear sky , 1
as high cirrus clouds, and so on. The last number was for the
height of the cloud cover in km, 0 being very clear, 1 as very low,
below 2 km ; 2 being 2 - 3 km ; 3 being 3-4 km, etc. In the third
group, the first three numbers were used to identify the Celsius
degrees, in this case 2°C.
In the third group, two numbers were used to state the humidity
in percentage-in this case, 50%. In the fourth group, the first
three numbers were used to identify the wind direction-in this
case 030 could be 30, or something else-I just don't remember.
And in the fourth group, the last two numbers identified the wind
speed at the scale of a weather vane .
At 7AM every morning, there was a fifth group for rain in millimeters, three numbers for the last 24 hours, or the snow cover in
millimeters. The last two numbers in that group were for wet thermometer readings. And we had a sixth group of numbers for stations at sea-for water temperature, wave height, etc .
FORMER WEATHER OBSERVER

I appreciate "Former Weather Observer" 's explanations for the
mysterious numbers stations. Unfortuantely, the MAFOR (Maritime
Forecast) stations are a well documented service, operating on
assigned frequencies with well publicized schedules. They are definitely not the source of the clandestine numbers broadcasts.
Another reader agrees that they may have psychological value in
confusing adversaries, or that they are used for training sessions.
A recent forum, which I conducted at a ham fest, generated considerable interest (several attendees had heard them), but no one
could come up with any idea as to what they were.
Can any other of our readers shed some light on the puzzling
numbers stations?
ROBERT R. GROVE

CASSETTE BOOKS
In relation to the news item in the July R-E (page 12) about
Nakamichi and SBl 's 15/16 ips cassette books, you should mention that Cassette Talking Books put out by the Library of Congress for blind persons are indeed 15/16 ips for most new issues,
but the older issues are 1-7/8th only. The C76 machine that is
loaned to talking-book users has rechargeable batteries and AC
line power. That machine has variable speed, too-15/16 and 1718 ips; it must be like SBI's.
PAUL F. WILLIAMS, JR. CET,
Timonium, MD

SYNTHESIZED PULSE GENERATOR
Here's a tip for readers who built the Synthesized Pulse Generator described in the October, 1980 issue of Radio-Electronics.
Changing capacitor C6 from 4.7 IlF to 1.0 IlF may result in better
performance, as some CD4046 IC's produce slight jitter using the
old value . That will allow the project to give the premium performance that it was designed for, regardless of IC manufacturer.
GARY McCLELLAN

"CLOAD?"...,....NOT "LOAD"
While going through the October 1980 issue, I noticed an error in
the "computer" section. In the write-up on the TRS-80, the author
said that, in order to compare a program stored on cassette to the
original in memory, it was necessary to enter the command, LOAD.
That is not the correct compare-function call; the proper command is CLOAD?
To keep the record straight, there is a LOAD function : It is a disk
command to load a machine-language program from disk to memory .
Other than that , your 40-page section was quite accurate (as far
as I could tell), and very interesting. Keep up the good work.
MARK TSETSI
Tiverton, RI
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