
Dear Nuts & Volts:
You guys are doing a really great

job with your magazine and seem to be
hitting technology at the right level
where it is both fun and rewarding. As a
suggestion, however, a few of your
analog circuits may need a little "tune
up" before they will work properly and
deliver what they promise. For example,
the phono preamp circuit first
published on page 28 of the August,
2003 issue (and later republished on
page 26 of the November, 2003 issue)
needs a little help. I have a few tidbits of
information that may be beneficial to
the many readers who are interested in
this topic, if you care to pass them on.

Don Stulken 
Marion, IA 

We *are* interested in passing
along Don's 24 pages of circuits and
notes! If you would like a copy, send
us a 9" x 12" SASE (with two 37 cent
stamps) and we'll get you a copy. 

— Editor Dan

Dear Nuts & Volts:
I work overseas as an electronics

technician and get the Nuts & Volts

magazine sent to me and I really enjoy
it.  I was reading the article “Add A
Touch of Control” in the November
2003 issue and would like to bring
something to your attention.  Many
years ago when I lived in the US, I was
a volunteer with the local United
Cerebral Palsy (UCP) center.  I
constructed special switches that the
physical, occupational, and speech
therapists used with the children.  A
touch switch was the one used by the
occupational therapists the most.  A toy
was modified so the touch switch
controlled it.

This was done to show the small
children they could use a switch to
control something before they were
introduced to their electric wheelchair.
If any of your readers are looking for
ways to use their talents in electronics, I
highly recommend that they check with
the local UCP center in their area.

Jim McLaughlin
via Internet

Dear Nuts & Volts:
In reference to “In the Trenches,”

December 2003 ... A lot of good
information in this month's column.

You made a reference to cutting
plastic sheet material on a table saw.
If you use the correct blade, it works
very well.  Regular wood cutting blades
chip the plastic and make a poor cut.
I was able to obtain a 10" circular saw
blade made just for cutting plastic.
The saw is made by Freud, model
LU94, and can be obtained at
McFeely's (www.McFeelys.com).
The current price is around $70.00.  I
use the same blade to cut printed
circuit board stock. 

As always, when using a tablesaw,
use the appropriate push sticks and
other safety guards that came with the
tablesaw.  The blade does collect bits of
melted plastic around the teeth, so you
need to clean it on a regular basis. 

Mike Suhar WB8GXB 
Dayton, Ohio 

Last month's “In The Trenches”
column was unexpectedly truncated
on page 85. The complete, ending
sentence of Gerard Fonte's work was
"Hopefully, you've found a tip or two
that can help you work through some
difficult spots."  — Editor Dan

JANUARY 2004

Reader Feedback

Devoted readers may
notice that Stanley York's
“Laser Insight” column is
absent this month.
Stanley's employment has
taken him out of the
country recently, and that,
coupled with the natural
end of his series, brings us
to a turning point for this
column. We hope to
alternate features on laser
technology with the
emerging interest in near-
space experiments in the
coming year, inviting Nuts
& Volts readers to join in
the growing adolescence
of this new field of
endeavor.
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by J. Shuman
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