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MOBILE RADIO STAT1011 
T, i i . "Mack Truck l' ,I tal,IC i. v term which has e. me eluncm to us from the earliest attempts to build radios that could be carried. Some of these were so bulky and heavy that the idea of a truck to carry them suggested itself automatically. It remained for the present global war to make such a "portable" a reality. And reality it is, in the Signal Corps mobile radio station, SCR -299, illustrated on our cover this month. The SCR _299 is normally carried in a 1% -ton army truck, and also appears in other conveyances, such as the motor trailer shown in one of the accompanying illustrations. It has been mounted on a caterpillar half -track for use on the sands of Africa and may yet turn up on a propeller- driven sled for use in a Northern winter. In a word, the SCR -299 is the ultimate in mobility and power. The transmitter is the Hallicrafters HT -4, modified to meet the exact- 

ing specifications necessitated 
by its work as a mobile radi). 
It is a 450 -watt voice 
and C.W. set, which had been 
thoroughly tested and proved 
as an amateur rig before be- 

1 ing drafted into the service 
of the country. It is powered -as are the receivers and 
an electric heater also in- 
stalled in the truck -by a 
117 -volt Onan generator in a 
trailer behind the truck. The 
equipment includes two stan- 

(Continued on page 701) 
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.Siueol Corps 
The five illustrations show several views of the 
Army's SCR -299 in various types of conveyances. 
Phantom above is a good view of the power plant. 
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MORE ON THE RADIUM RADIO RECEIVER 

Radio -Craft Magazine 
Elcctronification Dept.: 

I'm too busy to compliment editors, etc., 
on articles written in magazines -but Prof. 
M. U. Fips did it! 

I seriously read Radio -Craft as a hobby 
and dream over the articles and diagrams. 
However, your radium article, from my 
point of view, was excruciatingly humor- 
ous. 

1 hope you publish more of those "seri- 
ous" letters you received. Everything about 
the article, letters received, the follow -up, 

"That Radium Radio " -everything -was 
written in masterful style. It is a radionic 
literary gem -it is a classic in electronic 
humor. 

Thanks for giving nie many a laugh. 
D. B. FOGEL, 
Kansas City, :11o. 

P. S. Just told the clerks at Burstein - 
Applebee (whom I sec at lunch every day) 
that there is a radium device which will 
put them out of business. They are now 
rushing around trying to find the article. 
-D. B. F. 

OPPOSES LICENSING OF SERVICEMEN 

Dear Editor: 
Your "Mail Bag" section is one of the 

very first sections I read when I get your 
magazine. Fine business, keep up the good 
work. Only I did get burned up on this 
"Licensing the Service Man" gag. Maybe 
the idea is okay, but it won't work. 

Why pick on the experimenter, begin- 
ner, ham or "screw- driver mechanic" who 
has enough ambition to help himself. Don't 
worry if his work is no good -he won't last 
long. He'll cut his own throat.* if he does 
tangle up a customer's radio, the customer 
will then bring it to you to straighten out, 
then you can really pour on the repair 
charges with a good excuse. 

Maybe it's because these so- called "super - 
duper" service men are afraid that some- 
body will take away some of their business, 
but I have found radio repair is the same 
as any other business. If you please your 
customer and treat him the way you your- 
self would like to be treated, you wouldn't 
need a license to protect you. You fellows 
who are doing all the yapping about the 
"license" aren't worrying about your cus- 
tomers; you are worrying about the al- 
mighty dollar that lines your pocket. 

How many of you "Hot shot" stool 

warmers, after making a "V "' repair on a 
radio, such as a tulle substitution or change 
in the circuit, leave a diagram of the "head- 
aches" you have caused for seine future 
service man, to put back so it will conform 
with the manufacturer's original diagram? 
Oh, no I That would take too much time. 
\Vhat do you care? Chances are you won't 
have to repair it again for the next two 
or three years. By that time you can rest 
on your laurels and say we "Kept them 
playing" (or did you say "paying "). 

CARL L. HOBAN, 
Streator, Ill. 

( \Vlmat Mr. Hoban fails to understand 
is that the screw -driver expert tends to cut 
the throat of several other people while 
in the process of cutting his own. The 
radio set owner cannot see why John Radio- 
man should charge $3.00 for a job which 
takes less than an hour, when Bill Tinker 
was willing to work over the same set for 
three hours at a charge of 50c. The de- 
pression of price standards and destruction 
of confidence in radio repairmen caused by 
Bill Tinker is unfortunately not confined 
to Bill himself. All radiomen in the district 
bear a share of it.- Editor) 

SERVICING -PROFESSION OR HOBBY? 

Dear Editor: 
Imagine a conversation like the fol- 

lowing: Ailing Customer (to Specialist) - 
"Please look me over and tell me why I 

am sick. I can't afford your regular fee 
for treatment, but I know where I can get 
a very nice young physiology student to 
fix me up when I tell him what is wrons" 
Ridiculous? Yes, very much so! 

But are we not opposing the young med- 
ical student's "rights of personal liberty, 
contractual engagement and free enter- 
prise" when we lawfully suppress his right 
to "practice "? 

As for "prohibitive costs," no one has 
suggested "holding up" the bona fide ama- 
teur or ham operator -but please, gentle- 
men, give the professionals a chance to 

earn our bread and butter with a clear 
conscience -not feel like Black Market 
Operators when we ask a fair mark -up on 
our cost for the parts we sell. Our equip- 
ment Costs money, so (loes our store and 
shop, our telephone and our "service wagon" 
if we are lucky enough to have one. 

License examinations? Of course. You 
call this a profession, Mr. Thompson. So 
do we. And no real professional should 
fear such a test of his ability to give the 
radio public a square deal at a fair com- 
petitive price -and so he protected from the 
antics of the so-called "screw- driver me- 
chanics." Amateur tinkering electrician, 
plumbers, builders, etc., are discouraged 
until they learn the game. 

DAVID BROOKS, 
Oakland, California. 

MORE SCHEMATICS AND DETAILS NEEDED? 

Dear Editor: 
As a Radio experimenter, designer, con- 

structor and one interested in all its 
branches, such as P.A., Receivers, Televi- 
sion, Test Apparatus, Hearing Aids, Sound 
producing Instruments, Recording Meth- 
ods, etc., and as a subscriber to Radio -Craft 
since its inception, I feel that I'm in a 
position to advise just what your readers 
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(as a whole) arc interested in. That is more 
schematics and detailed information (intel- 
ligible to the novice and "graduate ") on 
the above subjects, including Radiology, 
Thermopathy. etc. Particularly the in- 
side dope on latest apparatus, such as the 
new hearing aids. 

WILLIAM M. FURY, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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RADIO TUBE 

ADAPTORS 
We manufacture Radio Tube Adaptors 
and sell at wholesale prices only. Any 
type adaptor made to order. All types 
in stock now. Here are some of the 
adaptors we have: 

For Use 
80, 5Z3, 83 
12A8 
128Q7 
128117 
35Z5 
128A7 
128A7 
lA7 
1A7 
3525 
1A5 
IA7 

5U4G 
7A8 
7C6 
14A7 
3523 
14A7 
7 A8 
1 LA6 
l 1.C6 
12J5 
1 LA4 
IC6 

Lots of twelve 60c each 

Smaller lots 75c each 

All orders must be accompanied with 
Signed Limitation Order L -265. 

Mail order business only. 

Manor 
Electric & Appliance Co. 

3236 SOUTHPORT AVENUE 

CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 

$3.00 FOR YOUR IDEA 
RADIO -CRAFT. as you will have noticed, 

prints a number of rodio cartoons, which we 
intend to keep on publishing every month in- 
definitely. We invite our readers to contribute 
to this feature by sending in their ideas of 
humorous radio ideas which can be used in 
cartoon form. It is not necessary that you 
draw a sketch, but you may do .o if you 
so desire. 

RADIO -CRAFT will pay 83.03 for each 
original idea submitted and accepted. 

We cannot return ideas to this department 
nor can we enter into correspondence in con -. 
nection with them. Checks are payable on 
acceptance. 

Address all entries to RADIO CARTOONS, 
c/o RADIO- ('RAFT, 25 West Broadway, New 
York 7. N. Y. 
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MOBILE RADIO STATION 
(Continued Jr, m 

dard receivers, the Signal Corps BC -312 
and BC -342, and a speech amplifier. 

Two field telephones with a mile of wire 
are also included, so the truck can be- 
come part of a liason network with wire 
and radio communication. using only its 
Own apparatus. The truck provides space 
for accessories not easily carried with more 
compact rigs, so we find a complete set of 
tools and spare parts and a Signal Corps 
frequency meter as permanent equipment. 

The range of the 450 -watt transmitter 
is said to be over 100 miles in daylight, 
using either voice or code, and travelling 
at full speed. A special type of antenna 
transformer was required to match the 
output of the transmitter to the 15 -foot 
whip antenna used in the truck. and range 
is, of course. somewhat reduced by this 
limited radiation system. Where the set can 
be used in a permanent or semi- permanent 
position, a more suitable aerial is erected, 
and the range is greatly extended. 

70.1 




