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Lamps from Tubes
For f un and profit - and gifts!

I ha ve alway s had a spot in my heart for tubes. You know that old saying, "Real radios
glow in th e dark." I k now that transistors are h ere to stay, b ut I do de rive some
pleasure from looking at a large tube, seeing the big graphite plates, an d looking down
from the top at th e grid wires. Try doing tha t with a transistor.

My shack already had many of
my favorite tuhes mounted
on nice pine wood bases.

These were conversation pieces to say
the least, especially with the younger
set (which at my age seems to include
everybody).

Photo A . My fi rst lamp - Gild my fa vorite
- is madefrom (/// 813 tube.
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Walking through the electrical de
partment at our local Home Depot, I
spotted a "Make-A-Lamp Kit for
Bottles," and it dawned on me that I
might have a better way of showing off
those tubes sitting in my shack. I was
going to make a lamp.

Getting sta rted

A Philadelphia company named
Angelo distributed the kit that I started
with. I wasn't sure how I was going
to do this, hut at least I had a start ing
point. The kit came with the elcc tri
cal fixture and line cord, as well as

Photo II. A beautiful RCA logo Oil m )" 8 /3
tube.

d ifferent- size rubber plugs that were
supposed to hold the assembly in the
bottle. Of co urse, I wasn't going to usc

it this way. so I had t"""adapt things a
bit.

The first lamp that I built used my
8131ube. I was already displaying this
tube in the shack. If you look at Photo
B, you will see that thc.uube has a

Pho to C. The tithe mounted 011 the ba se
inside the harp .



Photo G. Lamp made fro m a 3-500Z

Continued on page 3 0

fix ture. the, wire passes out the hottom
through the threade d insert. and in the
.case or a regular lam p it fina lly goes
out the bottom or the base. If you don 't
buy the kit , you will ha ve to drill a
small ho i!, and add' .Jl_ small rub ber
grommet. I found a large selection of

Photo H. Lamp made[rotn a ll 8 /4 tube,
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some how the ligh t soc ket and shade
abo ve it. I dr illed anoth er two holes in
the base about I inch from eithe r side
of the tube and po shed the ends of the
harp into the wood. Looking at P hoto
C , you ean see how the harp fits o icely
around the tube. Each step brou ght me
a little closer to my lamp '

I wasn ' t exactly sure of the best way
to mou nt the ligh t sock et. In the light
ki t was a brass 118 IP thread locknut
and a small piece of thread ed pipe . I
took a heavy-duty soldering iron and
so lde red the locknut to the top of the
harp as shown in P hoto D. The pipe
connected the ligh t fixture to the top of
the harp . Nex t, I slipped one of the
rubber plugs that ca me with the kit
over the pipe to hide the expo sed
threads. Also incl uded in the ki t was a
nice-looking gold piece wi th a hole in
the ce nter that was referre d to as a
chec k ring. It 's a litt le larger than a
qu arter , and it fi ts nicely over the sol
dered nut on the top . I used the ch eck
ring to hide the solde ring job on the
nu t.

You could probabl y make tbe lamp
by going into an y good lamp depart
men t and jus t buying wha t you need.
O ne of the th ings the lamp kit give s
you is a light fixture with a small hole
on the bouom for the line cord 1<) pass
through . If you j ust buy a regular ligh t

I
I

I

I
r
I

I

beau tiful RCA logo. The base of the
tube has a unique se rial number, and
the date of manu facture was Apri l
194 1. With its hea vy-duty co nstruc 
tion a nd graphite p lates . it was qui te
a conve rsation piece.

Cons tructing the lamp

W he n I bought the lamp kit , I also
purch ased the metal frame that out
lines the tube . In lamp circl es , this
frame is known as a harp What I visu
alized was the tube inside the harp . an d

Photo D. Solder the nut 11';111 the threaded
pipe to the top of the harp.

Photo E. The light fix ture mounted to the
harp. Photo 1': The completed lamp.
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Pho to I. The author j' shack is well lit in more ,rays than OIlC. Photo J. WA20K2.

Part number 70220 is a n 8-inc h
two-pi ece detachable lamp harp . 1
ad ded a package o f fo ur brass lock
nuts . lI8 IP thread. Angelo part nu m
ber 70620. a nd an 8-p ieee a ssorte d
1/ 8 IP threaded stee l nipp le . number
70 150.

The bottle kit , the harp. a block of
wood. a light bulb. the lamp shadc , and
your favor ite tube is all that you will
need .

What d id it cos t?

These lamps arc a ll un ique . If yo u
have a co llection or o ld tu bes, you
can make some nic e g ift s__.! he lamp
kit is less th an $6. a nd the price of a
harputiout $2.

Add SOITIC ex tra nu ts and some ex 
tra thread ed pipe and yo u' re in the
$ 12 ran ge . If you have to buy the
base . we ' re talki ng o f anothe r $ 1.50.
tops . The mos'i ex;c nsive sing le item
wa s th e lampshade at $7. You should
be able to keep the fina l cost un der
$20.

I know th at there arc m an y ta lented
people out there who will figure out
a better way to make tube lamps. or
ma yb e ev e n a better way to di sp lay
these relics of the past. W hen you
fi ni sh your lam p. please E- ma i l m e a
pi ct ure .

I hope you have as muc h fun as I
have had in build ing these lamps.
They go toge ther qu ickly. So even if
you don ' t need m orc th an one, you
ca n give the rest away as gifts. fa

Har dware

W he n I was ready to drill the holes for
the tub e pins. I go t a piece of carbo n
pa pe r from one of the sec retaries. I
placed the tube on top of the carbon
paper and ge ntly pu shed do wn . leaving
nice marks where the pins were to
go. I used an old piece of pine to d rill
out first so that I could get the d ia m
eter of th e holes correct on the fina l
pie ce .

Rem ember that you do not have to
build yo ur lam p exactly as I did. Take
a chance if you sec something a litt le
d ifferent. You can' t really lose any
thing. The parts arc relatively chea p.
and as long as you don' t drop the tube,
you can play all yo u want until you get
the lam p to look the way yo u wa nt.

We pay SCASHS

(well. check)
for artic les!

SEND FOR ··HOW TO WR ITE FOR 73··

As I said ea rlier, 1 found Angelo
Bro the rs by accid en t. T he company is
located at 12401 McNulty Road.
Ph iladelphia PA 19154. Wh en I co n
side red writing this article. I wanted to
make sure tha t the parts wo uld be
available. I sent E-mail and inquired if
they so ld direct. 1 was told' that if 1
wanted a local di stributor. I should ca ll
(800 ) 999-22 26. Th eir Web site is at
Iwww.angclobro thers .com ].

The kit that I purchased was their
---------------1 part numher 700 15. "Make-A-Lamp

Kit for Bott les" The kit comains the
on-off light socke t with a line co rd , a
set of hott le ada pters . which plug in to
the mouth of the bou le, a steel nipple .
a lock nut, and a check rin g.

Som e helpful hints

When you arc ready to mount your
tube on a wooden base. visit your local
craft shop, I go t nice clean pine base s
for anywhere fro m 50 ce nts to $ 1.50.

Lamps from Tubes
cont inued from page 29

Angelo kit s and accesso ries at Ho me
Depot and Ace Hardware.

Harps come in different sizes of
lengths and wid ths ~ ge t the dimen
sions of the tub e that yo u want to use
before you go to buy the parts. I also
bought extra brass locknuts because
they we re larger than the on e that
ca me with the ki t an d 1 th ou ght it
would be eas ier to sol de r it to the to p
of the harp.

To co mplete the lamp. a lampshade
is needed. The type of shade yo u need
is the one that clips over the light bu lb.
I bought mine at a local Target store
for ab out seven doll ars.

My shack has three lamps. The
lamp in P hoto G was made fro m a 3
500Z and was the most interesti ng. I
had to c ut the harp where it bends.
The o ther lamp . in P hoto H. was
ma de fro m an 8 14 tub e th at also
gives a neat appea rance .
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