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N. TESLA.
ELEOTRICAL TRANSMISSION OF POWER.

No. 382,280. Patented May 1, 1888.
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Tesla’s invention of the induction motor and the AC polyphase system changed the course
of world history. His inventions made it possible to transmit electrical power over wires for
long distances. Previously, the maximum distance possible was limited 1o about one mile.

gaged in tracking thunderstorms with-
in a radius of 1200 miles with sensitive
electrical devices. During that time he
received “three fairy taps” on that
radar-like apparatus. He speculated
in a series of aricles, one in 1901 in
Colliers Magazine, that those impulses
probably originated from intelligent
sources exterior to the Earth such as
from Venus or Mars.

in the Colliers article, Tesla said "l

can never forget the first sensations |
experienced when it dawned upon
me that | had observed something
possibly of incalculable consequen-
ces to mankind...the feeling is con-
stantly growing in me that | had been
the first to hear the greeting of one
planet to another.”

Stating in the same articie that he
“could feel the pulse of the globe as it
were,” the electric sorcerer rejected

the idea thathe may have intercepted
a mere earthly message from such
wireless colleagues as Professor Mar-
ble in Connecticut, Dr. Riccia in
France, Professor D'Azar in Rome, or
rival Guglielmo Marconi who two
years later sent 3 fairy taps” across the
Atlantic Ocean to capture the imag-
ination of the world with the first trans-
atlantic wireless message.

During the very months Tesla was
perfecting long-range wireless trans-
mission and radar tracking devices,
Marconi was experimenting with pi-
rated Tesla oscillators in broadcasting
the Morse code for the letter S (i.e., dot-
dot-dot) over hundreds of miles in Eu-
rope and across the English Channel.
Modifying the extraterrestrial encoun-
ter, recent biographers such as Hunt
and Draper, and Cheney, have sug-
gested that Tesla may have picked up
the vibrations from a stellar quasar. In
either case, however, Tesla was per-
ceived as retfuming to New York City
and his home at the Waldorf, having
received messages from outer space.

A few years later, the awful truth
dawned upon Tesla: he had received
the electromagnetic echo of Mar-
coni’s experiments; however, that real-
ization was too painful and Tesla
defended vehemently against it in a
classic psychoanalytic way: he ra-
tionalized by seeking altemative hy-
potheses and regressing to a more-
primitive belief structure. In a 1921 arti-
cle. Tesla admitted as much but dis-
guises it as a denial:

"I was naturally very much interested
in reports given out about two years
ago that...these supposed planetary
signals were nothing else than interfer-
ing undertones of wireless tfransmitters,
and since | announced that fact other
experts have apparently taken the
same view. These disturbances | cb-
seérved for the first time from 1906 to
1907. At that time they occurred rarely,
but subsequently they increased in fre-
quency. Every transmitter emits under-
tones. and these give by interference
long beats, the wavelength being
anything from 50 miles to 300 or 400
miles.”

To further support the claim that
Tesla’s reception of so-called Martian
signals was based upon self-delusion.
it is clear that for at least seven years
prior to 1899, Tesla desired to transmit
and receive impulses with nearby
planets. For instance, in 1896, fully
three years before Tesla’s alleged ET
encounter, the New York Sun published
a Tesla interview under the spec-
tacular titte “Tesla May Signal to Mars.”
The inventor said: “If there are intel-
ligent inhabitants of Mars or any other
planet, it seems to me that we can do
something to attract their attention.”



Three years later when he arrived in
Colorado, after announcing to the re-
porters once again that he could sig-
nal Mars, Tesla fulfilled his own oft-
stated boast by being the first human
to hear from the space people. Rather
than accept the more likely hypoth-
esis. that deep within himself he prob-
ably/possibly knew was the correct
one (i.e., undertone receptions from
Marconi), Tesla opted for the more ex-
otic scenario of space communica-
tions. With each succeeding year, the
event became slightly more exagger-
ated as it took on more and more sym-
bolic imporntance.

The reclusive Balkan inventor ciung
to the extraterrestrial motif throughout
his life, repeating the speculation pub-
licly on many occasions such as in 1931
for a Time Magazine cover story cele-
brating his 75 birthday:

“Nothing can be more important
than interplanetary communication. It
will certainly come some day, and the
certitude that there are other human
beings in the universe working, suffer-
ing like ourselves will produce a magic
effect on mankind and will form the
foundation of a universal brotherhood
that will last as long as humanity itself.”

In no way was Tesla alone in his be-
lief in the existence of extraterrestrial
intelligence. The theme of space
beings wishing to communicate with
Earthlings can be traced to biblical
tales of buming bushes, aerial wheels
of electrum, cosmic commandments,
and bright stars traversing the sky to
point out the birth of Christ; or to the
mythological gods of ancient Rome or
Greece such as Zeus, Thor, Hermes,
Venus, and Apolio. However, it was
modem “scientific” and literary fiction
that inspired the more apparent basis
for Tesla’s suppositions.

The Plurality of Worlds. As anyone
who has stared at the stor-lit night sky
knows, the belief that we are not alone
is a very plausible hypothesis. With mil-
lions of galaxies each containing bil-
lions of stars. there are virtually an
infinite number of potential star sys-
tems with satellites similar to our own
probably capable of sustaining life.
Thisideq, called the plurality-of-worlds
hypothesis, is a concept that through
the ages has counted numerous scien-
tists among its ranks. Early astronomers
such as Bruno, Kepler, Newton,
Laplace, and Herschel took that posi-
tion, along with such modem-day as-
trophysicists as Willy Ley, Wemer von
Braun and Carl Sagan.

Naturally, at the same time, numer-
ous artists and authors also have
seized that notion and fashioned tales
of extraterrestrial travel and intrigue.
Two thousand years before Steven
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his theory of
worldwide power
transmission, he
received *‘three fairy
taps” he felt were
sent by intelligent

life on Mars or Venus.

Speilberg's movie “ET* earmned over
$300.000.000, and the phrase “ET
phone home” became embraced by
the public, Lucian of Samoa. a con-
temporary of the Greek philosopher
Plutarch, wrote The True History, afable
about a sailing ship that was hurled to
the moon by a whirwind. That theme
of planetary fravel was also echoed
by Bishop Goodwin in 1638 when he
authored a story about a man who
was towed on a sleigh to the same
heavenly body, and by Cyrano de-
Bergerac 20 years later in his books
Empires of the Sun and Voyage fo the
Moon.

In1835, Richard Adams Locke, of the
New York Sun created a series of front
page arlicles on astronomer Sir John
Hershel and his alleged discovery of
advanced life forms on the moon.
Locke’s hoax, which spread around
the world before it was exposed, was
predicated on the fact that Herschel
was in South Africa at the time, and
therefore out of contact with the press.
Hershel’s supposed discoveries of uni-
com-like animals and winged human-
oids were made via a marvelous (and
fictitious) telescope that weighed
15.000 pounds, was 150 feet long, and
could magnify the heavens 42,000
times.

In1865, Jules Veme reawakened the
idea of joumeying to the moon, but by
the late 18705, focus shifted to Mars.
That planet became the most likely
candidate for the home of higher
beings for fiction writers and astrono-
mers alike, not only because of its sim-

ilarity to the Earth in size and position,
but also because of the dynamic and
changeable nature of its surface as
seen by the astronomers. For instance.,
Mars has ice caps that grow and di-
minish with the seasons.

The first attempts to create a map of
Mars and delineate those lines can be
fraced back to Bemard de Fontana,
Christain Huyghens, and Mr. Cassini in
the mid-1600's. More detailed draw-
ings were done by the discoverer of
Uranus, the well-known astronomer Sir
John Herschel in 1830 and by numerous
other scientists such as Mr. Schmidt
(1862). R.A. Proctor (1867) and Camille
Flammarion (1873).

The year 1877 was a watershed for
Martian influence on Earthlings. During
a particularly close pass to our planet
that year, two fabulous discoveries
were made: Mars had its own moons
and its surfoce was adomed with a
matrix of symmetrical furrows.

The first discovery by Professor
Asaph Hall confirmed Kepier's sup-
position of 1610 that two small satellites
circled the "Planet of War.” That find
was of particular importance be-
cause it also supported claims for two
Martian moons put forward by novei-
ists Voltaire and Johnathan Swift, the
former in a philosophical treatise on
the Solar System and the latter in his
classic tale Gulliver’s Travels. In the De-
cember 1887 issue of Comhill Maga-
Zine, Astronomer Hall wrote dramat-
ically that the path of one of the moons
across the zodiac: “passes...the feet of
the Herdsman, the body of the Ser-
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NIKOLA TESLA
(Continued from page 66)

length a Tesla is bom. and the starry
men are on the waich for develop-
ments. Possibly they guide his de-
velopment; who can tell?”

Thus. when Margaret Storm sug-
gested that Tesla was a space being,
it is clear that her hypothesis was
deeply rooted into a well-ingrained
belief that extraterrestrial life was a
certainty. Her choice of the year 1938

was somewhat arbitrary in terms of pin-
pointing a specific date for over 40
years of Tesla dabbling with inter-
planetary devices. The year 1938 may
actually have been chosen by Storm
for quite another reason, as that was
the year John Houseman and Orson
Welles terrified America by broad-
casting on the radio an updated ver-
sion of H.G. Wells' classic tale, War of
the Worlds.

A Gailup poll faken just a few days
after the authentic-sounding broad-



cast about a Martian invasion, esti-
mated that upward of two million
people were psychologically shaken
by it. Perhaps fired up by the recent
success of the Nazi invasion of Austria,
numerous people huddied by their ra-
dios and waited for Armageddon.

“When the Martians started coming
north from Trenton we really got
scared,” said one listener. Where an-
other person assumed God was finally
punishing humans for their evil deeds,
a third radio buff said in resignation fo
her nephew, "Well, we might as well
eat this chicken—we won't be here in
the moming.”

Tesia’s attachment to the Martian hy-
pothesis in the short run fueled contro-
versy and notoriety from admirers and
vehement anger from competitors
and critics. However, in the long run,
those spectacular claims only served
fo undermine the inventor’s credibility
and make it more difficult for him to
raise the necessary capital for his quite
serious inventions in the wireless tele-
graphy of light, voice, pictures, and
power, a project which even fo this
date has yet to be realized. Eventually
and steadily. Tesla’s well deserved
fame for his patented inventions dis-
appeared from the public eye, as the
name of Tesla became associated
with the flying saucer crowd, which
fransformed the Serbian mystic into an
extraterrestrial messiah whose secret
inventions provided the key for direct
communication with the “Great
Beings” above.

Epilogue. On May 22, 1983, the bat-
teries on the Viking probe that landed
on the Red Planet in 1976 bumed out.
However, the satellite had served hu-
manity well: lts robot arm. affec-
ftionately named Mr. Badger. which
scraped up Martian turf and fed it
Earth food, had recorded rather as-
fonishing results. Expecting an effect
which would have either increased or
decreased the amount of organic ma-
terial presented. the Martian soil re-
acted in such a way that both
increases and decreases were
achieved. As quoted in the De-
cember, 1976 issue of Science, that
was called “extraordinary behavior”
by NASA scientists Crofton Farmer and
Hugh Kieffer.

Although no organic material was
discovered and the scientists “war-
rent(ed) extreme cautioninreachinga
conclusion conceming the existence
of life,” Farmer and Kieffer were forced
fo conclude “despite all hypothesis to
the confrary, the distinct possibility re-
mains that biological activity has
been observed on Mars.” Was Tesla.
as he usually had been in all his work,
simply ahead of his time again? W





