
A selection of readers' 
original circuit ideas. It 
should be emphasised 
that these designs have 
not been proven by us. 
They wili at any rate 
stimulate further thought. 

Why not submit your 
idea? Any idea published 
will be awarded payment 
according to its merits. 

Articles submitted tor 
publication should con¬ 
form to the usual prsr. 
tices of this journal, 
with regard to abbrc. _ 
tions and circuit symbols. 
Diagrams should be on 
separate sheets, not in¬ 
serted in the text. 

Each idea submitted 
must be accompanied by 
a declaration to the effect 
that it Is the original work 
of the undersigned, and 
that it has not been 
accepted for publication 

CAPACITOR CONTINUITY TESTER 

The capacitor continuity tester is built 
around a 4011 i.c, using the basic 

oscillator circuit shown in Fig. 1. The 

frequency is approximately, f= Hz 

and this relationship was used to determine 
the values of R for a given value of C and 
a nominal frequency of IkHz. 

The working values of R and the 
corresponding ranges of C are given in the 
table and the actual tester circuit in Fig. 2. 

Rather than leave the two unused gates 
idle, another oscillator was constructed 
and this formed the continuity tester. Fig. 
3. The two testers were combined as 
shown in Fig. 4. The output was fed to the 
BC 108/loudspeaker driver and the 
combined tester was powered by a PP3 
battery. 

This tester proved to be a very useful 
item especially when dealing with ex¬ 
computer type components etc. 

A. W. Cunningham, 

Capacitor Range Resistor 

0-l,000pF R1 3-3Mn 
l,000pF-0-01nF R2 430kn 
O-OlpF-O-lnF R3 47kn 
0-lpF-lpF R4 4-7kn 
IpF-lOpF R5 3-3kn 
lOpF R6 — 
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