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.'\FfER I RETIRED. MY INTEREST IN ELEC­

tronics grew tremendously. Partly be­
cause of that, I joined the RSVP (Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program) and volun­
teered to help high-school electronics stu­
dents in their electronics laboratory 
courses. Recently, the students began to 
make their own printed-circuit boards for 
their projects, and the instructor decided 
that the boards should be tinned (solder 
plated). What the students would do was 
to load the board with solder and then sop 
it up with Snider Wick. There had to be a 
better way to tin a board than that! 

One improvement would have been to 
use some liquid rosin solder flux. Howev­
er. that was not readily available, and an 
order would have taken months to fi ll. A 
solution was found, though-we made 
our own liquid flux. It's not very hard to 
do, and everything you need is shown in 
Fig. I. 
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NEW IDEAS 
Liquid rosin flux 

saw the price she paid for it I decided 
against it. However, I did manage to get 
my hands on an empty fingernail-polish 
remover bottle. That bottle was perfect 
for what I wanted to use it because it came 
with a handy applicator brush. A little 
acetone was used to clean both the bottle 
and the brush. 

The next problem was to find the rosin. 
A violin-repair shop was the source for 
that. I mashed up a bit of the rosin-a 
piece about as big as the end of my 
finger-and coaxed it into the bottle that 
was half-filled with acetone. It was easy 
to tell how much rosin to put in- it dis­
solves very quickly , but little chunks of 
rosin form at the bottom of the bottle. 
when you· ve reached the saturation 
point. Then. no more will dissolve . 

Now I had a little bottle of liquid rosin 
with its own applicator brush. It' s a great 
way to put rosin flux on printed-circuit 
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I knew that the active ingredient in 

printed -circ uit -board c lea ners­
acetone- dissolves rosin like crazy. So I 
went to raid my wife ' s acetone-based 
fingernai l-polish remover- but when I 
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boards. to prime connections. to tin 
stranded wires, and so on. You can prob­
ably get by without it; but. believe me, 
liquid rosin can make many jobs a lot 
easier.- Roger F. Sheldon 

NEW IDEAS 

This column is devoted to new ideas, 
circuits, device applications, construc­
tion techniques, helpful hints. etc. 

All published entries, upon publica­
t ion, will earn $25. In addition, Panavise 
will donate their model 333-The Rapid 
Assembly Circuit Board Holder, having a 
retail price of $39.95. It features an eight· 
position rotating adjustment, indexing at 
45-degree increments, and six positive 
lock positions in the vertical plane, giving 
you a full ten-inch height adjustment for 
comfortable working. (See photo below.) 

I agree to the above terms, and grant 
Radio-Electronics Magazine the right 
to publish my idea and to subsequently 
repuplish my idea in collections or com­
pilations of reprints of similar articles. I 
declare that the attached idea is my 
own original material and that its publi­
cation does not violate any other copy­
right. I also declare that this material 
had not been previously published. 

Title of Idea 

Signature 

Print Name Date 

Street 

City State 

Mail your idea along with th is coupon 
to : New Ideas Radio-Electronics, 

200 Park Ave. South, 
New York, NY 10003 

Zip 




