






BY SHERMAN P. WANTZ 

CBScene 

HOW TO USE 
CB RADIO "BUZZ" WORDS .. 

INTERSTATE truckers, abetted by a grow- The glossary below has been developed 
to help CB newcomers interpret the special 
terms used most frequently on the inter
state highway channel and elsewhere in 
the CB Class D frequency spectrum. Save 
this Jist and add new terms and mean ings 

to it as they develop among the truckers. 
ing number of. mobile and base station 

operators, meet each day, on Ci tizens 
Band (CB) channel ten . They use a 
colorfu l- ofte n cryptic-language to 
communicate with one another. 

TERM MEANING TYPICAL USE 

Back Over Back to you . 

Back door Rear of vehic le I'm watching your back 
door (protecting you from 
being overtaken un-
awares by pol ice). 

Back down Drive slower Smokey's ahead . Better 
back it down . 

Back out Stop transmitti ng I'm going to back out of 
here. 

Barefoot CB set output signal I'm runn ing this rig 
not addi t ionally am- barefoot. 
pl ified . 

Base stat ion CB set operated from I'm operating here from 
a fixed locat ion my base station . 

Beam Type of directional I've got my beam 
anten na on you now. 

Big switch Turn off CB set I'm going to pull the 
big switch . 

Big 10-4 Acknowledged with That 's a big 1 0-4. 
enthusiasm 

Bleed ing Interference from a A local (station) is 
nearby CB channel bleeding all over you . 

Break I'd like to interrupt Break , break. 

Breaker One who interrupts Go ahead , breaker. 

Catch Talk to We' ll catch you later. 

Chicken Weigh station for t rucks The ch icken coop is 
coop closed . 

Clear Out, fin al transmiss ion We're clear 

JANUARY 1976 

TERM 

Come again 

Comeback 

Come on 

County 
mounty 

Covered up 

Cut the coax 

Bodacious 

Ears 

Eighteen 
wheeler 

Eigh ts 
(eighty-
eights 

Eyeball 

Feed bears 

Final 

Flip f lop 

Using CB jargon correctly is interpreted 
by some as a mark of sophistication . Any
t ime you cannot remember the " proper" 
te rm to use, however, plain old everyday 
English will do. Even on channel ten . 

MEANING TYPICAL USE 

Repeat you r last t rans- Come again? 
mission 

Return cal l Thanks for the comeback. 

Over, invitation to What 's your twenty? 
transmit Come on . 

Sheriff's deputy Two county mounties are 
parked under the bridge. 

lnterferred with You were covered up 
that time 

Turn off CB set I'm going to cut the 
old coax now. 

Shamelessly strong You 've got a real boda-
acious signal up here. 

CB set Got your ears on? 

Truck and trailer How about that north-
bound eighteen wheeler? 

Goodbye (from amateur Threes and eights to you . 
rad io 88's mean ing 
" Jove and kisses." ) 

Face-to-face meeting Can we get together for 
an eyeball? 

Pay a f ine for speeding I can 't afford to feed any 
to h ighway patrol bears. 

Last transmiss ion I' ll turn it over to you for 
your final. 

Trucker's return trip We'll catch you on the flip 
flop . 

Four wheeler Automobile You 've got a southbound 
four wheeler. 
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TERM MEANING 

Getting out Being heard 

Good buddy Salutation used by 
truckers 

TYPICAL USE 

Just wanted to see if I 
was getting out. 

What's the smokey 
situation , good buddy? 

Gone Final transmission , or We're gone. 
going to switch to 
another channel? 

Green 
stamps 

Money paid in fines for I'll back her down . 
for traffic violations I don 't have any 

more green stamps. 

Hammer 

Handle 

High gear 

Truck's accelerator 

Operator's assumed 
name 

Use of transmitter 
power amplifier 

Holler Call 

Home twenty At home 

HoW about? Calling 

Land line Telephone call 

Lay an See 
eye on 

Linear Extra power amplifier 
used to increase 
CB transmitter output 

Loca! yokel City police officer 

Mail Overheard conversation 

Mercy. Aah . Pause. Speech 
habit have no parti
cular meaning 

Mile markers Small signs along 
interstate highways 

Mobile CB set mounted in 
a vehicle 

Modulate To talk with 

Move 

Negative 

Negative 
contact 

Negative 
copy 

Negatory 

One time 

In motion 

No 

station being called 
failed to respond 

Did not hear response 
by the station called 

No, negative 

For a short contact 

There aren 't any 
smokies ahead so let 
the old hammer down . 

The handle here 
is " Bikini Watcher." 

See if my signal 
changes when I shift 
into high gear. 

I gave you a holler, but 
you didn 't come back. 

I'm at my home twenty 
right now. 

How about that " Bikini 
Watcher" one time? 

I'll give him a landline 
and pass the info. 

Can you lay an eye 
on me yet? 

Are you using a linear 
or are you running 
barefoot? 

There's a local yokel 
northbound on the move. 

I've been sitting here 
reading the mail 

Mercy, that's a big 
ten-four. 

The smokey is located at 
the 142 mile marker. 

I'm talking from my 
mobile. 

I think I modulated with 
you last week. 

That smokey is on the 
move. 

That's a negative. 

Negative contact. 
I'm gone. 

Negative copy. We 're by. 

Ne-ga-tory (said slowly 
for added emphasis) . 

Calling that " Bikini 
Watcher" one time. 

On the side Standing by (listening) We'll be on the side. 
on the channel 
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TERM 

Over 
shoulder 

Peanut 
butter 
in ears 

Putting on 

MEANING 

Behind 

Not listening to CB set 

Strength of signal 

TYPICAL USE 

If you're at the truck 
stop I'm over your 
shoulder. 

Guess he's got peanut 
butter in his ears. 

What kind of a signal am 
I putting on you? 

Radio check Reception Give me a radio 

Read Hear 

Rig CB set 

Roger I acknowledge 

check , please. 

I read you loud and 
clear. 

What kind of a rig 
are you using? 

Roger on that. 

Scatterstick Vertical antenna with 
ground plane 

I'm using a scatterstick 
at the moment. 

Seventy-three Best regards (amateur 
radio term 

Seventy-threes and hope 
to catch you later. 

Shout 

Ski , short 
skip 

Call 

Atmospheric conditions 
that permit contacts 
greater than line-of-
sight distances. 

Thanks for the shout. 

Sorry. Those short 
skip stations have 
you covered up . 

Smokey-the- Highway patrol troopers A smokey is on the move, 
Bear, smokies heading east. 

SWR 

Taking pic
tures 

Ten-four? 

Ten roger 

Tijuana taxi 

Thermos 
bottle 

Threes 

Throwing 

Trip 

Twenty 

Walked all 
over 

Wallpaper 

Wall-to-wall 

Wrapper 

XYL 

YL 

Standing wave ratio 

Radar operated 
speed indicator 

Do you understand? 

I acknowledge 

Police car 

Tanker truck 

Seventy-three, best 
regards 

Transmitting 

Strong signal 

Ten-twenty, location 

This antenna gives me a 
two-to-one SWR. 

The smokies are 
taking pictures. 

Is that a ten-four? 

That's a ten roger. 

I've got a Tijuana taxi in 
sight. 

I'm pushing the white 
thermos bottle. 

Threes to you . 

What kind of a signal am 
I throwing at you? 

You ' re making a fine trip 
down here. 

What's your twenty? 

Overpower by a stronger Come again. Somebody 
signal just walked all 

over you . 

Postcard acknowledging Give me your twenty 
a two way contact and I' ll send you 

some wallpaper 

Loud and clear 

Paint job on car 

Ex-young lady, wife 

Young lady 

I'm hearing you 
wall-to-wall . 

That northbound smokey 
is in a plain 
white wrapper. 

How's your XYL? 

I met your YL at 
the last eyeball. 
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Crown 

The Known 


Value... 

at an uninflated price! 
An honest value isn't hard to find. if you know 
an honest supplier. CROWN's reputation for 
providing more recorder value for your dollar 
is as old as our company. Nothing would ever 
cause us to change that. 

CROWN recorders offer you day-in , <lay
out worry-free reliability, plus brilliant perfor
man ce . Both resu lt from simple , rugged 
design. with only a few moving parts. The 
CROWN belt drive and massive flywheel 
almost comp letely isolate the capstan drive 
from any vibration or rumble. 

CROWN electronic circuits are carefu lly 
designed for maximum reliability, and elec
tronic components are thorough ly t ested 
before assembly. Oversize meters and easy
to-handle-controls make operation simp le. 
The result? A professional tape deck, used to 
produce quality recordings in many a studio. 

Each CROWN transport has undergone 
100 hours of testing. Each CROWN recorder 
has its own performance report. signed, not 
stamped, by a CROWN inspector. And each 
CROWN recorder is backed by a one-year full 
warranty on parts and labor; and an additional 
two-year limited warranty on parts only. We 
put the CROWN name on these recorders 
proudly - we believe they've earned it. 

Why not talk to your nearby CROWN 
dealer about the long -term values of a 
CROWN recorder. And the uninflated price. It 
could be the year's best buy. 

Write us for his name. CROWN. Box 
1000, Elkhart, IN 46514 

~ 
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MORE CB JARGON 

In '" How to Use CB Radio 'Buzz' Words" 
(CB Scene, January 1976), I found some 
important words missing and some words 
misused. Below I have l isted some of these 
missing words and definitions, as culled 
from my own "ratchetjawing" and from 
fri ends on the air: 

Beaver-any female. 
Seatcover-a female in a car. 
Ratchetjaw-one who often talks on 

radio. 
Portable parking lot-a truck transport

ing cars . 
Beams-any directiona l antennas. 
Stick-any nondirectional antenna. 
Turn the house around-rotating a beam 

antenna to copy better. 
Copy-hear a transmission . 
Copy the mail-just listening to the radio 

with very little talking . 
aa·s-kisses and hugs (for a woman, a 

sign of affection). 
44 's-hugs to the little ones. 
My goodness!-a pause with no mean

ing . 
Four wheeler-a car. 
Eighteen wheeler-a truck. 
Junk-a nonderogatory term for radio 

equipment (i.e . " We may run junk, but we 
run superior junk!) . 

Pull the plug-shut off the radio . 
Re Linear-one doesn 't say he uses a 

linear, but he may imply it by indicating 
he's wearing sneakers . 

Candyman , Federal Candy Co. , Candy 
Paper-the first two refer to the Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC) , the 
last to the tickets it issues. 

Green stamps-dollars . 
Grasser-low in signal strength. 

-Allan S. Adelman , Philadelphia , Pa . 

BROBDINGNAGIAN IC'S? 

I was very interested in building " A Wire
less Audio System For Remote Speakers " 
(January 1976). After looking at the etching 
and drilling guides for the transmitter and 
receiver, it appears that you goofed and 
printed enlargements.-E. Taffe, W21GR, 
Palisades Park, N.J. 

Yes , the guides were mistakenly pub
lished two times actual size. If you 're mak
ing your own boards and are not equipped 
to photographically reduce the guides, 
send a self-addressed, stamped envelope 
to POPULAR ELECTRONICS and we 'll 
send you the proper-size guides. 

AN ALTERNATE APPROACH 

In the " Negistor" article (December 
1975), it was stated that oscillation was ob
tained from an npn transistor with open 
base under reverse-bias conditions. I have 
obtained similar results from the same type 
of circuit and also from forward-biased pnp 
germanium transistors . One of my pnp cir
cuits is shown below. To test for negative 
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resistance , I adjust the setting of the poten
tiometer so that the voltmeter 's pointer 
rises to a peak indication and then begins 
to fall back toward the zero index. Theos
cill ations I have observed with such a cir
cuit have a sinusoidal waveform and a 0.5
volt peak at about 7000 Hz.-/. Queen , 
Brooklyn , N. Y. 

OCTAL VERSUS HEXADECIMAL 

I take exception to the statement in the 
November 1975 Computer Bits column that 
on ly " pockets" of programmers still use 
octal notation. On the contrary, octal nota
tion is currently in widespread use. In fact, I 
wouldn 't hesitate to say that it is more 
widely used than hexadecimal notation. 
The reason is that there are more comput
ers of all types (particularly micra 's and 
mini ' s) designed for eight-bit octal 
documentation than there are 16-bit 
hexadecimal machines.-Don R. Walters, 
Ann Arbor, Mich. 

CREDIT WHERE CREDIT IS DUE 

" Programming the Altair 680" (De
cember 1975) was erroneously bylined by 
Paul Van Baalen and me. The credit for 
writing this article rightly belongs to Wil
liam H. Gates.-H. Edward Roberts, Al
buquerque , N.M. 

MISSING CIRCUIT 

The diagram below should have ap
peared in the February Letters column with 
John Hanson 's suggestion for a simple 
current-limiting circuit for pass-transistor 
regulators. 

WHEn LISTEnlnG eecomes Rn RRT 
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