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RADIALTRIM-TWO

Designed to simplify the use of laptops in live settings by providing a ‘ready access’ volume control for on-the-fly
adjustments, this looks like a handy gadget on paper, but what's it like in the flesh? Over to Alistair McGhee...

ometimes anew productis

really new and sometimes

it'sarefinementoran

extension of an existing

line.Bothare newbut the
secondgroup tends to generatealittle
less hullabaloo. Radial's Trim-Twois
definitely in that slightly less glamorous
category as Radial already has a
spectrumof Dls that cover just about
every imaginable situation.

The Trim-Two is deliveredinRadial's
classicand hugely effective wraparound
book-style casingand would stop a
bullet for youwithout battingan eyelid.
Butdon'ttryitathome. Thegrey livery
isalittle dull, ithas tobe said, butit'saDI
notafashionitem.Intheworld of DIs the
transformeriskingandsolhave Radials
with Jensen transformers and Cable
Factory Dls with Lundahl transformers.
Radial designates products that feature
Jensentransformers withaJ-hence the
JDI-however not allRadials have Jensen
transformers. | have aRadial PRO
AV2and the AV2 comes with Eclipse
transformers, which Radial started
using when Jensen supply couldn'tkeep
up withdemand. Eclipse and Jensenare
now both part of the Radial family and
Radial has investedinboosting Jensen's
output.Inany case the PROAV2isvery
definitely inthe Trim-Two's genealogy, or
atleastatfirstsight.

They are both stereo devices; they
bothofferinputs onquarterinchjack,
phonos and minijack; they bothhave
Eclipse transformers; they both have
ground lift on the output and they both
have away of altering the gainat the
input. Sowhat is new?

YOU'RE IN CONTROL

Well, while the PRO AV2 has afixed 15dB
padoption at the input the new Trim-Two
has a continuously variable pot. Now you

cansettheinputlevels exactly where

youneedthem.Also, the Trim-Two

has amono option to turnyour stereo
source into amono output and finally
-and mostimportantly - the Trim-Two
isaunity gain device (give or take the
inevitableinsertion losses of life!) This is
afunctionof the choice of transformers
usedineachdevice. The PROAV2
features12:1transformers inmu-metal
cansandinserting it into your circuit
willreduce your signal level by about
20dB. The Faraday screening provided
by the mu-metal enclosures is required
because we mightbe dealing with small
signal levels.

The transformers inthe PRO AV2are
designed tohandle signal levels from
-30dB up tonegative tenor zero level
atapushandtheyare describedas
‘input’transformers. The Trim-Two on
the other handis designed to deal with
higher signal levels fromthe get-go. The
transformers are not enclosed and with
aliratiothe Trim-Two expects higher
signal levels andis capable of accepting
awhopping +15dB at the input. The Trim-
Two features ‘output’transformers.

If your rig s stuffed with kit producing

full fat audio output - keyboards, drum
machines or tablets and laptops - then
the Trim-Twois the way togo. If you
mightwant to chuck aguitar into the mix
thenthe PRO AV2willbe abetter choice.
Andsoontothe trim function of the
Trim-Two.Having a pot to alter the signal
gainworks with higher output devices
as these usually have buffered outputs.
Thisisimportant because changing
the gainwith a potalso changes the
impedance - notaproblemwitha
buffered output, but withinstrument
levels the change inimpedance can
resultinasignificant change intone.
The final feature to consideris
the mono switch - theinstruction
manual shows arecessed switch that
requires ascrewdriver to operate.|was
looking forward to niggling about this
inconvenience. Sadly Radial has beaten
me toitand the production Trim-Two
has the same standard switch for mono
asitdoes for groundlift.Nicetoseea
productwhererealworld factors are
takeninto account indesign. Having
amono switch s jolly handy whenyou
needto save channelsbut at the risk
of being picky I'drather have a sliding

Two Eclipse transformers to isolate and
balance the signal

'Ultra linear response from 30Hz to 20kHz
Capable of handling up to +15dB signal levels
Easy access front panel volume control
Choice of RCA, %in and 3.5mm connectors

RRP: 175

switch. Sorry Radial, it's just because

I thinkit's clearer fromadistance that
the mono functionis engaged and it

is less likely tobe bumped. | have no
reservations about the gain trim feature
-thepotis positive inaction, clearly
labelled and isn't going to be easily
nudged. And the flexibilty of setting the
levels at the input means you canget
your active gain structure just right to
minimise noise.

INUSE

| plugged everything tohandinto the
Trim-Two, from keyboards, laptops
and sound cards through SQN mixers,
ShortCuts and anythingelse lying
around. Everything was interfaced
withouta problem. | don't think there's
asecret toRadial's success - they make
really good products for people happy
topayalittle more for exactly theright
tool. And the Trim-Two is another chip
off the Radial block.
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