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The relationship between economic deprivation and road safety has been illustrated thinly in the literature, but the results have been consistent. Those living in areas that are economically depressed have a greater than n increased expected number of fatalities and injuries. While this type of relationship is often expected in developing countries, but it also appears in developed countries including the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. In the United States in particular, this phenomena is observed both in areas of urban poverty (e.g. Philadelphia) and rural poverty (e.g. West Virginia and Kentucky).

Most of the analyses exploring this relationship are at the level of a census tract or smaller, but all are area-based models. Another common occurrence is the accidental discovery of this phenomenon in the pursuit of other conclusions, illustrating the somewhat “sticky” nature of this relationship. Examples of the different models can be found in each of the articles in the attached list of references. There are many causal speculations for this finding including:
· More pedestrian exposure in areas
· Older vehicles lacking the most modern safety equipment or ideal maintenance 
· Longer durations for and/or less qualified emergency response
· Poorer access and quality of medical care as a whole
· Poorer health status or particularly vulnerable populations making the local population more susceptible to fatal injury
· A more slack attitude to personal safety

TBut these causes are pure speculation. We really do not know the why of this observation. Yet it seems as if this is the type of subject matter that could meaningfully impact the lives of the most vulnerable users of the transportation network. With that in mind, this would appear as if seems as if it would make a good topic for papers at next year’s meeting as a podium session with directed solicitation of papers, particularly in light of the release of the 2010 census results and new data from the National Household Travel Survey.
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